Comment 3,4-Diaryl substituted maleic anhydride is a conjugated unit which has interesting optical and electronic properties. A number of 3,4-Diaryl substituted maleic anhydride derivatives have been designed and synthesized to be used as photochromic materials (Franc et al., 2007, Yeh et al., 2003. In the course of exploring new potential photochromic compounds, we obtained the title compound. The synthesis was accomplished through a key palladium catalysed C-O bond formation.
The title compound, C 31 H 25 NO 6 , has a structure related to other 3,4-diaryl-substituted maleic anhydride derivatives which have been shown to be useful as photochromic materials. The dihedral angles between the maleimide ring system and the benzene rings bonded to it are 44.48 (3) and 17.89 (3) , while the angles between each of the latter rings and the corresponding ether bridging connected methoxybenzene rings are 78.61 (8) and 72.67 (7) . In the crystal, the molecules are linked by C-HÁ Á ÁO interactions. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
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R[F 2 > 2σ(F 2 )] = 0.050 H-atom parameters constrained wR(F 2 ) = 0.132 w = 1/[σ 2 (F o 2 ) + (0.0592P) 2 + 0.0849P] where P = (F o 2 + 2F c 2 )/3 S = 1.04 (Δ/σ) max < 0.
